
Lady Crusaders 
General Meeting Minutes (Highlights) 

Tuesday, September 15, 2020 
7 pm 

• Laurie Naughton ( President) welcomed the group and emphasized the Lady 
Crusaders’ importance to the school and the Stepinac Family.   

o She explained that the Lady Crusaders’ purpose is to support the great things 
Stepinac offers our boys. Donations have been used for  

▪ Technology upgrades 
▪ Facilities improvements 
▪ Educational software purchases 
▪ Covid-19 Safety initiatives and programs 

o $25,000 donated to Stepinac in 2020 and hope to donate an additional $10,000 
after the XEF Memorial Run 

• Tricia Riccio (Treasurer) lead the group in prayer. 

• Laurie invited each board member up to introduce themselves to the group. 
      

• Laurie next introduced the guest speaker, Paul Carty (Principal, Stepinac HS) 
Here are a few of the highlights from his talk: 

o The Lady Crusaders - Mr. Carty explained the many reasons why the Lady 
Crusaders are important to Stepinac – beyond our donations to the school 
(such as the purchase of the lunchtime picnic tables), he described how 
important it is to have a strong female voice as part of an all-male school, 
and emphasized the importance of our involvement to our boys (even if 
they don’t express it).   

o Parent Communication - Mr. Carty emphasized how much he appreciates 
parent questions/suggestions and encouraged all parents to reach out to 
him at any time. 

o Guidance Staff – It is important for our boys to have someone to talk to 
about problems they may encounter or stress/anxiety they may 
experience, and encouraged parents to utilize the guidance staff 
whenever needed. 

o End of the Day - The boys are instructed to leave from the nearest door at 
the end of school and not to remain or wander through the building. 
Exceptions are made for boys who have a late pickup in inclement 
weather or those who need to stay after school for sports or activities. 



o Questions - Mr. Carty fielded parents’ questions: 
▪ Drivers Ed – The company Stepinac normally uses went out of 

business.  Mr. Carty is looking into alternative, including the possibility 
of working with Maria Regina. 

▪ Earliest arrival – health checks start at 7:30, so that is the earliest 
students should arrive.  If there is a need for a student to arrive 
earlier, please contact the school and they will work with you to 
make that accommodation if possible. 

▪ Sports is still on track for September 21, but as always, is contingent 
upon the Governor’s decisions forward going. 

▪ Back-to-School night will be scheduled shortly, and will be a virtual 
opportunity to meet the teachers. 

▪ After School Clubs – an email will go out shortly describing each 
club and who the faculty moderator is.  Students should reach out 
to the moderator to show their interest in the club and the 
moderator will follow-up with details as they have them. 

▪ Cell phone use – students should not use their phones in school for 
school work (they should only use their registered device.)  Cell 
phones may be used before school, after school and during lunch. 

▪ School Social Media – be sure to follow all of the school social 
media accounts – this is a great way to keep up with news, events 
and activities. 

▪ Charging devices – currently students are instructed not to charge 
their devices at school to avoid unnecessary travel around 
classrooms etc. Mr. Carty is looking into the possibility of charging 
stations. 

• Lisa Henderson (Vice-President and Event Chairperson) spoke about the 5K, 
described how important Xavier was to the Stepinac community, and invited 
everyone to sign-up as a runner. 

• Diana Soto spoke about our Stepinac merchandise as a means of showing our 
Stepinac family pride, and the plans to open an online store. 

• Ginger Thompson explained what the Crusaders Closet is, described current 
inventory and invited additional donations. 

• Laurie explained the Parent Pods as a means of creating connection among 
freshmen parents.   
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